Does age of the host affect growth rates of skeletal malignancies?
Statistical analysis of bone tumor growth rates as a function of age at initiation of radiation-induced skeletal malignancies in our animal colony indicated that the p value for an association between these parameters was <0.05, suggesting a correlation in beagle dogs. The youngest animals appeared to exhibit the most slowly growing tumors, and the trend was toward more rapidly growing tumors with increasing age. Less effective immune systems in older animals were invoked as a possible explanation of this relationship.